owned by the then Wellcome Foundation Ltd. It provided their staff with a pleasant relief from printing the labels on drug containers. They were succeeded by Derry's of Nottingham, and they in turn in 2000 by Latimer Trend. All of them have contributed to the journal's excellent typographical quality, and enabled Editors to boast that, despite strikes, machine problems, and the early change to computer type-setting (a change unnoticed by contributors and readers), a finished copy has always reached the office (and often readers) in its announced month. Publishing and distribution, for a long while maintained within the Wellcome on an idiosyncratic system that, rumour had it, derived from colonial administrative practice, was taken over in 1985 by PSP, a division of the BMJ Publishing Group.
If Medical History's title has remained the same, its sub-title has undergone several variations that reflect both the fluctuating nomenclature of the Wellcome Library and wider developments in the subject. In 1974 the reference to the ''bibliography of medicine'' was quietly dropped, and in 2006 ''related sciences'' was replaced by ''health'', although, of course, submissions on both topics continue to be received and published. Most striking, and perhaps least noticed, has been the varied composition of the Editorial Board, which, in the early 1970s, could be described as ''largely dormant and partly fictional'' (or worse, for one of the names recommended to the Editors in reconstituting the Board in 1984 had died some time before, and another was long past any effective activity). The six members of the Board in 1968, for instance, were all distinguished (and mainly retired) medical men, including one peer and two knights, but, with the possible exception of Douglas Guthrie and Kenneth Keele, all are forgotten by today's historians. Peers and knights are now somewhat rarer among contributors and reviewers, although Sir William Paton, a Wellcome Trustee and a former Director of the Institute, served on the Board from 1984 to 1993. Retired medical men have been replaced by professional medical historians, female as well as male, drawn from around the world. The new link with EAHMH has brought in more European members, and enlarged the range of expertise of the Board, who now contribute much more actively to the journal.
Above all, the journal depends on its contributors for its successful survival. Thanks to them, Medical History has been able to expand in range and in size. Excluding the annual Supplement, first introduced in 1981, the journal now contains roughly 30 per cent more words than in 1966, and submissions and reviewers come from all over the world, not just from the British Isles. Today's themes and topics are very different from those in the first issue, but Medical History still retains its openness and accessibility to all those interested in the subject, whatever their background.
Producing the journal has been a pleasure for all involved, not least its Editors and Assistant Editors. Long may it continue to flourish.
